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Iniſter and us Far! 


Deſi igned for the Uſe of the Common. 


People, eſpecially of thoſe that are in 
Danger of being ſeduced by theſe falſe 
Teachers. SEN 
Ng IN WHICH by * ks 
Their PRETENCES to the being Baptized 

with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire are ex- 

vlodedy and hoe OBJEcTIONS, from ſeveral 


Texts of Scripture againſt Water Baptiſm, 
5 Auſwer d. 3 


2 B 4 dne. of the Church of ENGLAND: | 


Deutr. 18. 20. But the Prophet which ſhall reſume to Teak a £8 e 
in my Name, which I have not comma ed him to ſbeabs Cv PP: 3s, 
that Prophet (hall dye. r 3 

Ju 6.2 5 If the Light that 151 in thee be Datlmeſs, how 
that Daxrkneſ L 3 
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Groundlefs and Vain. 
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Eighbour! I am glad to meet : 
you: But pray give me leave _ 
to aſk you how it came to paſs | 
5 you was not at Church this = 
Afternoon? I hope your Family is well; and _— 
if no Works of Neceſſity or Charity prevented "I 
your coming, I muſt be plain with you, 9 
and tell you, this Neglect is ſinful, and owght 4 
to be repented of. And let me defire you 
always to remember, that to omit any Duty, 
„55 A 2 When 
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* when you may and ought to perform it, is to 
Fo MNeighbour, Why, Sir, I was there in the 
E Morning, and hope that is ſufficient, and na 
[ more Abſolutely required of me, . 
5 QAiiniſt. Believe me, that is a very great Mi- 
3 ſtake, and, that you may ſee it is ſo, pray con- 
I ſider why you thought your ſelf obliged to go 


> to Chu C in the Morning? . 
VN Neighb. Becauſe this is the Chriſtian- Sabbath, 
: and as I am commanded to keep it holy, ſo 1 
. know no better way of doing it, than by wor- 
ſhiping God in his holy Aſſemblies, and there- 
fore I never miſs of going once, at leaſt, in the 
Day to my Pariſh Church, 5 
Niniſt. But is not the Afternoon part of the 
TY Sabbath, as well as the Morning? And why 
WA then do you not think your ſelf bound to keep 
A _ one part of the Sabbath holy, and in the ſame 
manner holy, as you do the other?  - - 
Neigbb. I muſt own I cannot altogether ju- 
ſtifie my ſelf in this Matter, and was tha 
Sermon in the Afternoon, as there is in the Mor- 
nhnmhing, I believe IJ ſhould come oftner.. 


| 


» 


Minift. But why ſo? is it not your Duty to 
8 offer up your Prayers and Praiſes to God, as 
1 Well as to hear the Word of God preached to 
J you? Beſides, I muſt obſerve to you, that as 
3 you have the Church-Catechiſm expounded ta 
Mi you in the Afternoon, you may ordinarily reap 
i as much Benefit from that, as you do from the 


Sermon in the Morning. e 
1 | Ne I thought that Exerciſe had been on- 
Y ly deſigned for Children. 
5 Muiſt. I know it is often thought ſo by thoſe | 
1 that moſt ſtand in need of it; but in the Expo - 

tion of the Catechiſm, you haye all the Po- 
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Arines and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion 


briefly and plainly laid before you. In a Sermon 
theſe are very commonly better recommended 


Motives and Arguments, but in expounding 


the Catechiſm they are beſt explained. And 


as there was perhaps never more Ignorance 


( ſince the Reformation) amongſt the meaner 
fort of People, fo theſe Expoſitions were never 


more wanted, eſpecially in Country-Congrega- 
tions. „ | "or 
Neigbb. Perhaps then I may come to hear 

you expound next Sunday; but I muft confeſs 
that I have been, this Day, at the Quakers 
Meeting, U 
Miniſt, 1 am ſorry to hear it. I hope you do 


not deſign to turn Quaker: Lou was always 


bred up in the good old Religion of the Church 
of England; and if you ſhould now change a 


- true Religion for a falſe one, how dreadful. 


would your Condition be! When a Man once 
thinks of _— his Religion, he ought then, 
if ever, to conſi 


much as his Salvation or Damnation depends 


upon his Choice. No worldly Intereſt, no Fa - 


vour or Affection, or having any Man's Perſon 
in Admiration, ſhould then have the leaſt In- 


_ fluence upon him; but it behoves him to have 


his Conſcience well informed , and to follow. 
it without any Reſerve whatſoever. 
Neighb, But, before you go any farther, pray 
me leave to 5 Queſtion: Do not 
you think all Chriſtians, of all Sects, may be 
laved, if they ſerve God faithfully in their own 


way? And if fo, where would be the harm of 


der what he 1s doing; in as 


- » 
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AUliliniſt. Alas! this is a very ſtrange Notion: 
How could ſuch a thought ever enter your 
Head? Do you believe there is no more neceſ- 
fary to Salvation than a good moral Lite? If 
ſo, an honeſt Heathen might have as good a 
Title to be ſaved as a good Chriſtian. 

ANeigbb. But is not a good Life the main? 
Aiiniſt. A good Life is neceſſary to Salvation, 
and ſo is a good Faith; For without Faith it 


a impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 11.6. And be that 


: : believerh not ſhall be damned, Mark 16, 16. 


Netgbb. What then ſhall we ſay concerning | 


thoſe, that have erred even from the Funda- 
mental Principles of the Chriſtian Faith? 
Miniſt. If they did this ignorantly, and their 
Ignorance was no way wiltul in them; if they 
did not through Prejudice or Obſtinacy refuſe 
the Means of coming to the Knowledge of the 
Truth; we may charitably hope, that God by 
an uncovenanted Mercy may pardon the Errors 
of ſuch unhappy People. But to be of an Opi- 
nion, that all Sects of Chriſtians in general ſhall 


be ſaved according to the Goſpel-Covenant , 


however they may differ in the Fundamental 
Articles of Faith or Practice; is to maintain, 
that inſtead of one Faith there are many, in- 
ftead of one Hope there are many Hopes of our 
Calling; even as many as there are ſuch Sects 
of Chriſtians in the World. ; 

Neighb. But is not this, on the other Hand, 
to condemn all that do not believe as you do? 

Ainiſt. No, Neighbour, I condemn no one; 
I am only telling you what are the Terms and 
Conditions of the Goſpel- Covenant; and you 
and all muſt know, that the Chriſtians Salva- 
tion depends upon thoſe two great Principles, 


Faith and Repentance, Repent and believe the 


Goſpel 


TT 
Goſpel, was the preaching of our Saviour, Afar 
1.15. And ſure I am, if any Belief is neceſ- 


_  fary to Salvation, it muſt be a true Orthodox 


Belief; and no other Belief can profit us any 
thing; I mean, fo as to give us a fœderal Right 
to the Promiſes of the Goſpel 
Meigb. But, in ſhort, do you not believe there 
are good People of all ſort????᷑ 
| Miniſt. If by good you mean ſincere well- 
meaning People, I confeſs I believe there are 
ſuch, of all Religions, in the World. But ſtill, 
he only is a true Chriſtian that lives in the true 
Faith and Practice of Chriſtianity. And if you 
Will believe St. Peter, Acts 4. 12, Neither is there 
Salvation in any other (but Chriſt) for there 7s 
none other Name under Heaven, given among 
Iſen, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
Neigbh. Well then, we will let that paſs: 
And ſuppoſing I do not turn Quaker, I hope I 
may ſometimes hear their famous Teachers 
without doing amiſs? 0 5 
Ainiſt. No: I am poſitively of the Opinion 
you cannot. 5 1 
NMeigbb. But pray why? Sure there is no 
harm in going to hear that Which is good. 
Ainiſt. Yes, there may be; for firſt, ſuppoſe 
the Quakers preach the ſame Religion as we of 
the Church of England do (which for the pre- 
ſent we will take for granted to be the true Re- 
Iigion of Chriſt) yet, by going to hear them, 
you encourage Diviſions among Chriftians ; and 
if ſuch Diviſions are Evil, the encouraging of 
them muſt be likewiſe Evil: And now, that 
they are Evil, we may learn from the Miſchief 
of Diviſions in all Bodies and Societies of Men 
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* See the 18th, Article of the Church of England. 
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in general; from that Maxim of our Saviours, 
A Houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand; from 


his earneſt and moſt affectionate Prayers to his 


Father, for his Diſciples, That they may be one, 
even as we are one. And from that ſolemn Ad- 
juration of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 1 Ey. I. 
10. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the N 

of our Lord Jeſus, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 


that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye 


be 75 joyned together in the ſame Mind and 


the ſame Judgment. But beſides this, beſides 


the Evil of encouraging Diviſions amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, if on the other Hand theſe Men do 
preach up falſe Doctrines (as J ſhall prove he re- 
after) then by going to hear them you run in- 


to the way of Temptation, and are in Dan- 
ger of being ſeduced by them; and if God ſhould 
give you up to the Spirit of Error, you have no- 


thing to blame but your own Raſhneſs and Pre- 
erm... : 
Neigbb. But to come cloſer to the Point, and 
to tell you my Mind more freely: I cannot but 
think theſe Perſons, whom you ſo much con- 


demn, are endued with ſome extraordinaryGifts ; 


and if they do ſpeak, as the Spirit gives them 


utterance, certainly every one ought to be very 


deſirous of hearing ſuch inſpired Teachers. 
Ainiſt. That is moſt certain; but What Rea- 


fon have you to think they are thus inſpir'd ? 
Neighb. Why, in the firſt Place they are ve- 
Ty poſitive of it; They commonly begin their 


Preachments with aſſuring us they are actually 
moved by the Spirit; that what they ſpeak 18 


not owing to long Study and Meditation, but 


ſprings up in their Minds, without their conſi- 


dering before-hand what they ſhould ſay. 
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 Minift. But do not y6u tonſider that you have 
only their own Word for all this, and that you 
may, upon as good Grounds, believe every Pre- 
tender to Inſpiration ? 

Neighb. That is very true. But beſides this, 


their manner of preaching is very extraordina- 


ry; ſor they always preach without Book, and 
with a great deal of Vehemence and Earneſt- 
neſs, much greater than is uſual to Men ſpeak- 
ing their own Thoughts; and this farther in- 


clmes me to believe what they ſay, that they 


5 58 ſpeak as they are moved by the Holy 
bot. e 
Ainiſt. I believe what you ſay is, in Truth, 


the Thoughts of moſt People that admire theſe 
new Teachers: But certainly, the Reaſons you 


give for believing them inſpired, are too weak 
to build ſuch a Belief upon.—Had the Apoſtles 


of old nothing elſe to prove their Inſpiration , 


but their preaching without Book, and with a 
| of Vehemence and Earneſtneſs, one 
could never have much blamed the Jews, for 
not believing they were ſent by God. 
Neighb. Why, what Method did they take 
to prove their Miſſion? Fg 3 
Ainiſt. You may remember, Neighbour, that 
God gave them the Gift of Tongues, Power to 
caſt out Devils, to raiſe the Dead, to cure the 
Lame and the Blind with a Word; and theſe 


were undeniable Evidences, that God ſent them 


to preach a new Religion to the World. 
Neigbb. But will you not believe any Man 

to be inſpired upon leſs Evidence than this? 
Miniſt. No, (eſpecially conſidering the pre- 

ſent State of Religion) I think Iought not. Nor 


do conceive that that Demand the Jews made 
upon our Saviour, was any ways unreaſonable; 
B 
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when they anſwer d am ſaid, What Sign ſheweſt 


zhou unto us, ſeeing tbou doſt theſe things? John 
2. 18. Becauſe it is my Opinion, when God 


ſpeaks by any one, in an extraordinary way, 


he will enable him to prove it in an extraor- 


dinary manner. And thus he did by Moſes when 
he ſent him to Pharaob, and by the Prophets 
and Apoſtles.— But what has the Quaker, 
to make a reaſonable Man believe that he does 


not ſpeak his own Thoughts, but only what 
the Spirit of God puts into his Mind? Why, | 
you tell me firſt that he 


x pan without Book; 
And is not this a notable Argument to prove 


his Inſpiration? For the ſame Reaſon, a Papiſt, 
a Preſbyterian, Anabaptiſt Teacher; nay, ſome |} 
Church of England Miniſters, (for ſome of them; 


there are, that have the Faculty of extempo- 


rary preaching) any of theſe, I ſay, may for | 


the ſame Reaſon be looked upon as inſpired 
Men. 


that theſe are an Argument of their Inſpiration? 


— The Prieſts that delivered the Heathen . 


Oracles, Were indeed agitated much after this 
manner; and I muſt own, I cannot but think 
of them, as often as I hear of the Extaſies of 
your Teaching-Quakers, or our Modern Pro- 
phets. It was a ſign the Damon was entered 
into the Man, when he began to rave, to foam 
at Mouth, to make a hideous Noife, and beat 


his 


(10) . 


Aeigbb. Why, do the Popiſh Priefts preach 
without Book! 4 pe: ee = 
Ainiſt. Yes; and much after the ſame man- 
ner; and with the ſame odd frantick Geſtures | 
as your Quaking Teachers do. And then, as for 
their Vehemence and Earneſtneſs, their ſtrange | 
and ghaſtly Looks With Which they preach and 
amuſe the People; can any ſober Man think | 


C2} 


his ſwelling Breaſt; but that theſe ſhould be 


looked upon as Signs of the good Spirit of God's 
entring into any one, is to me very ſurprizing. 


NMeigbb. You muſt own that theſe Emotions 
are very extraordinary. e 
Minift. 1 own they are; but were they not 
as extraordinary in the Perſons I juſt now men- 


tion'd? And yet I ſuppoſe you do not believe 


ja Ton Heathen Prieſts ſpake from the Holy 

r . 
Neighb. And on the other Hand, I hope you 

do not imagine that the Quakers and Prophets 


are moved by an evil Spirit, by ſuch a one as 


the Oracular Prieſts were? 
Minift. I do not ſay fo; but all that I affirm, 


is, that the Agitations of the one, and the odd 


violent Motions and tremblings of the other. 
uſed in their way of Teaching, arg no Proof 
that either the one or the other are acted by the 
Spirit of God. And, to tell you the Truth, 1 


| think theſe ſtrange Geſtures would incline a 


Man to believe that both theſe ſorts of People 


are rather acted by an evi than a good Spirit. 


Neighb. Why ſo? methinks you carry the 
Matter too far. 555 
Ainiſt. Indeed Neighbour, I think not; be- 


| cauſe thoſe Perſons who had the Holy Ghoſt 


poured upon them, in the greateſt Meaſure that 
ever Men had, never felt any of theſe Agitati- 
ons and Emotions; but they that were of old 
acted by an evil Spirit, were moved much after 
the ſame manner as your Quakers and Prophets. 
Neigbb. Who do you mean by thoſe that 
had fo great a Portion of God's Spirit! 
Miniſt. I mean the old Prophets, and Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. And where do you find that 
theſe, either in their Prophecies or Sermons, 
e B 2 Were 
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were ever acted like theſe new Pretenders to 
Inſpiration, ever foamed and raved like them? 
Meigbb. As for the Prophets let them anſwer 


for themſelves. But I muſt tell you, Sir, tho 
the Quakers do often beat their Breaſts, and 


ſeem very much tranſported when they are de- 
claring, yet you miſrepreſent them to ſay they 
foam, and rave, &c, CREE 

Ainiſt. I believe they are pretty much come 
off from that extravagant ſort of Behaviour , 
as they are from many other damnable Do- 
ctrines, which they are now aſhamed of. But 
when the Quakers firſt appeared in the World, 


viz. about fifty or ſixty Years ago, they went 


raving about the Streets, and acted when as 
they pretended the Spirit was coming upon 
them, altogether as extravagantly as I have re- 


preſented. And this, they endeavour'd to make 


the World believe, was a plain Demonſtration 


that they were ſent from God, and acted by him. 


NMeigbb. I believe I have heard as much, and 


am ſorry I have given you ſo much Trouble 


upon this Point ; and to compound the Matter 
With you, if from the violent Tremblings and 
Agitations of the Teaching-Quakers you will 
not infer, they are acted by an evil Spirit, I 
Will be as fair with you, and own that theſe are 
no Proof they are acted by a good Spirit. 


Miniſt. IJ wiſh they that follow the New 
Prophets would do the ſame: For ſince they 


have moſt ſhametfully abuſed the World with 


their falſe Predictions, and pretended Miracles; 


I think their greateſt Pretences to Inſpiration 


are from their Agitations. But ſince you are 


willing to drop this Diſcourſe I will ſay no 
more of it. * no 


Neigbb. 


41 


Meigbb. But, Sir, if you will not allow the 


manner of the Quakers teaching to be a Proof 
of their Inſpiration, pray what think you of 
the Matter of their Diſcourſes, which to me 


ſeems very extraordinary; eſpecially conſider- 
ing their Teachers are Men of little or no Lear- 


ning, and being generally employed in Trades 
and worldly Buſineſs, have no leiſure to ſtudy 


and improve themſelves by reading! 

_ Minift. Why, to deal plainly with you, ho- 
neſt Neighbour, I have the ſame thoughts of 
the matter as I had of the manner of their 


teaching; and that is fo far from proving they 


are inſpired, that I think it to be a plain Proof 


that they are not. 


Neighb. Nay, I perceive you are ſtrangely 


prejudiced againſt this People; did you ever 


hear any of their Teachers? 077 
Ainiſt. Ion I have not of late. 
- Neighb. How then can you ſpeak ſo poſitive- 


T ly in this Caſe? 


Aſiniſt. You ſhall have my Reaſons by and 
by; and in the mean time I promiſe you, not 


to urge any thing againſt the Matter of theſe 


Men's Difcourſes to their Hearers, but what 


you your ſelf ſhall firſt own to be true. 


Neighb. Pray then proceed. - 
Minift. I will: But firſt, Neighbour, let me 


alk you one Queſtion, Do theſe Teaching Qua- 


kers preach any other Doctrines, than what 
are to be found in the Scriptures? | 
Meigbb. Why do you alk me this Queſtion? 

_ Miniſt, Becauſe J think a great deal turns 


upon it. For firſt, if they preach any other 


Doctrines, as neceſſary to Salvation, I think it 


muſt be confeſſed that they preach another Go- 


ſpel: And then remember what the Apoſtle 
1 . j fays, 


(14) 
ſays, Gal. 1.8. Though we, or an Angel from Hea- 
ven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, than what 
you have received, let bim be accurſed. But 
if on the other Hand they do not preach any 
other Doctrines than what are to be found in 
the Scripture; I hope you will allow that there 
is no Neceſſity of their being inſpired; that 
they, or any one elſe, may preach the ſame 
Doctrines as they do, without it. And now 
having given you the Reaſon of my Queſtion, 
Ie mr.. 
Neigbb. But in truth I ſcarcely know what 
Anſwer to give you: However, for the preſent, 
we will ſuppoſe that the Quakers preach no o- 
ther Doctrines, as neceſſary to Salvation, than 
what are revealed in the Scriptures. 
Ainiſt. Why then I hope you will draw the 
_ fame Concluſion that I did, namely, that there 
is no neceſſity of their being inſpired. 
Meigbb. But what if there is not? Does it 
from thence follow that they are not inſpired, 
becauſe there is no neceſſity of their being ſo? 
Ainiſt. I do not ſay it does moſt certainly 
follow; yet ] think it being needleſs, or not ne- 
ceſſary, is a very probable Argument againſt 
their Inſpiration. i 5 
Neighb. Why may not God, out of his abun- 
dant Goodneſs, do many things for us that are 
not abſolutely neceſſary? 85 
Ainiſt. Yes, Neighbour, I not only own that 
he may, but that he very often does ſo: But 
then let me tell you, that he very rarely does 
any thing in an extraordinary way, which may 
be as well done in an ordinary one; that is, he 
ſeldom does any thing without the uſe © 
means, which may be as well done with and 
by them. And if you obſerve this, you will 
3 gene: 
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generally find it true, in the whole Courſe of 
Nature and. Providence. + 7 
Meigbb. But how do you apply this to the 
Caſe in Hand? IEEE SL * 
Ainiſt. Why, briefly thus: That ſince Men 


may come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and 


qualifie themſelves for preaching the Goſpel by 
the uſe of means; i. e. by reading and ſtudy- 
ing the Scripture. *Tis very improbable that 
God ſhould bring them to theſe important Truths, 
in an extraordinary way, or by an immediate 
Act of Inſpiration. And therefore to conclude - 


this Argument; it not bemg Money that the 


Quakers ſhould be inſpired, to qualifie them for 


the preaching the Goſpel, I think is a very 


good Argument that they are not. | s 


Neigbb. But did not Chriſt thus command his | 
Diſciples, Take no thought how, or what thing ye 
fhall anſwer, or what ye fhall ſay, and promiſe 


then, The Holy Ghoſt ſball teach you, in that ſame 
Hour, what you ſhall ſay? And why may not 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel expect to have this 

Promiſe fulfilled to them, as it was to the Dif- 


_ ciples? 


- Minift. Becauſe their Caſe and ours is extreme- 
ly different: They had neither the ſame Books, 
nor the Ss Tins to read and fit themſelves 

for preaching and defending the Religion of 


Chriſt as we have; nay, they were altogether 
deſtitute of both of them; no Book of the New 


Teſtament was then in Being. And yet the 
Perſons of whom you ſpeak were to' preach 
and plant the Goſpel in all the World: And 
therefore, as they could not prepare themſelves 


for this Work, by the uſe of means, God was 


pleaſed to aſſiſt them in an extraordinary man- 
ner, and give them that extraordinary Promiſe 
above-mentioned. g Neighb. 


ate very different. 


Aſiniſt. So different, that in my Opinion the 
Children of J/rael might have as well expected 


to be fed with Bread from Heaven, when they 
came into the fruitful Land of Canaan, as any 


Chriſtian, in this great Light of the Goſpel, to 


be taught the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, by an immediate Act of Inſpiration. 


Neighb. Well then, becauſe you ſhall have 


no Occaſion to ſay that I am obſtinately reſol- 
ved to defend my own gon, right dr wrong, 
I will own that any diligent Reader of the 
Scriptures may, from them, learn the neceſſary 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion. And there- 

fore, that as there is no Neceſſity of any one's 
being taught them by Inſpiration, ſo there is as 


little probability they ſhould ſpring up miracu- 


louſly, in any Man's Mind whatſoever. . _ 

Ainiſt. I thank you for this Conceſſion, and 
I hope you are now of the ſame Opinion with 
me, viz. That the Quakers are not actually 


and immediately taught of God, What they 


ſhould ſay When they hold forth in their Con- 


gregations; and that therefore they miſerably 


impoſe upon their Hearers by pretending to it. 
Meigbb. No, no, Sir, I cannot as yet ſee any 


Necellity of owning half ſo much as this 


comes to. For tho' I do allow that the Quakers 
do, or may learn the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion from Scripture, yet I cannot ſee how 
ſuch illiterate Men ſhould preach theſe Do- 
Qrines fo plainly, ſo movingly, and afte- 
ctionately, even to the exceeding the moſt ſtu- 
died Diſcourſes, without ſome extraordinary 
Aſſiſtances. Ys 12 


Ainiſi. 
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Neighb. 1confeſs their Circumſtances dhd ours 


thoſe 
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Ainiſt. I ſtand amazed, Neighbour! to hear 


that you, who ſeem to be a Man of Reaſon and 


Religion, ſhould give ſuch a Character of theſe 


Mens Diſcourſes; nay, to have ſuch an Opinion 
of them, as to conclude from hence they muſt 


certainly be inſpired. — Do you believe, 
when Chriſt made that excellent Diſcourſe con- 
tained in the 5, 6), and * Chapters of St. Mar- 
_ thew, that he was then endued with a wonders 
ful Portion of God's Spirit?t:;:; 
9 4" wo Ves, no doubt of it; when I read 
hapters I perceive ſuch pure, divine, and 


= 


heavenly Notions of Morality, in every Verſe, 


that 1 cannot doubt who was the Author of = 


them. 


_ Miniſt, You paſs a very juſt Judgment upon 
thoſe; holy Writings; and now pray compare 
them with your Quakers Preachments: Do you 

find there is any likeneſs between them? any 


thing that ſhould incline one to believe that 


Chriſt and the Quakers ſpake by the ſame Spi- 


rit? For obſerve with What odd Tautologies, 
With What vain Repetitions, with What im- 
pertinent fooliſn Exclamations of Ob. Friends 


Ab Friends! and Friends ab! do your Quakers 
Diſcourſes generally abound? Whereas in the 


other you find nothing but the moſt perfect Pre- 
cepts of Morality, delivered in the ſhorteſt, 
plaineſt, moſt unafte&ed, comprehenſive Stile. 
Meigbb. What you urge is undoubtedly true; 
there is no Similitude of Stile or Expreſſion be- 
tween the Quakers Diſcourſes and the Diſcour- 


ſes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


Ainiſt. And what Reaſon then has one to 


imagine, that they ſpake by and from the ſame 
Spirit? Is it probable that the Holy Ghoſt 
mould ſpeak by the one, in 7525 a ſerious, 00 
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ful. and majeſtick Stile; and by the other, in 
ſuch a looſe, trifling manner, as even a wiſe 
Man would be aſhamed of? N 

Neigbb. But by your Leave, Sir, may: not the 
ſame Spirit move Men to ſpeak in very diffe- 
rent Stiles, according to the different Capaci- 
ties and Inclinations of thoſe that hear them? 

- Miniſt: Yes, it may be ſo; but you can ne- 
ver imagine, but when God ſends any Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs, that he ſhould qualifie and en- 
able him to preach in the moſt rational, con- 
vincing, edifying manner: 

Meigbb. No doubt of it; and 1 cannot but 
{till think the Quakers the moſt edifying Tea- 
chers that I ever heard. 

- Minift. That's ſtrange! Methinks you ſhould 3 


like thoſe Diſcourſes beſt that come neareſt in | 


Stile and Expreſſion to the Diſcourſes of Chriſt 
and his Apoltes, as being certainly the beſt Ex- 
amplesone can write or ſpeak after. But howe- 
ver, by edifying I PIO YE: mean hey ag 
Dricourſes. 

- Nezghb. Yes. £2 : 

Aſiniſt. Now pray conſi thr et v0 «ee 
bed at any time. inſtructed by the Quakers: 
Did you ever hear them — and clearly ex- 
plain to you the Doctrines of Chriſt's Religion? 
Such as concern the Perſon of Chriſt, declaring 
and proving who and what he was before he 
came into the World, and What after? Why. 
he ſuffered the curſed Death of the Croſs, and 
What he is now doing for us at the Right Hand 
of God? Did you ever hear them, I ſay, tea- 
ching theſe important Doctrines, proving the 
Truth of them, preſſing the Neceſſity of belie· 
ving theſe or any other Articles of Faith? Or 
farther, Do they at any time teach you where- 


CEP 5 
in thoſe great Virtues conſiſt of Juſtice, Humi- 
lity, Charity, forgiving of Enemies, or the 
like? Or laſtly, how you may perform and fi- 
niſh that neceſſary Work of Repentance? Pray 
_ conſider, Neighbour, and tell me | ſincerely, 

whether you ever heard any of theſe Points in 
Divinity fully and clearly made out to you in 
the Quakers Meetings ? . ei 
Neighb. Indeed I cannot ſay that I have; 
their Teachers do ſometimes indeed ſpeak in 
general of theſe Matters, and ſay we muſt be- 
lieve and repent; bidding us mind the Lord, 
and follow the Light within us; but what we 
are to believe, and what is the true Nature of 
Repentance, I think I never heard clearly ſta- 
ted by any of them. 7 1 
- Miniſt. But are not. theſe the Subjects that 
ought to be chiefly inſiſted on in Chriſtian Con- 
gregations? Is it not by preaching up theſe ſa- 
ving Doctrines that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are to edify the Body of Chriſt?:: 
Neizbb. I cannot think otherwiſe. 
Miniſt, And yet I believe you muſt own 
that a Man may hear the Quakers for twenty 


Fears together, and after all, continue ignorant 


of what it moſt concerns him, to know and be- 
lieve as a Chriſtian; and can you then any lon- 
ger call theſe edifying Teachers? and think 
they muſt needs be infpired, becauſe they preach 
ſo much to the Edification of the People? 
Meigbb. I know not whence it is; but this I. 
know, that I am never ſo much affected with 
any one's teaching as 1 am with theirs. 
Aiiniſt. I wonder at it; and if I can gueſs at 
the Reaſon, it muſt be this, That you are 
impoſed upon by the manner of their Preaching. 
They ſeem themſelves to be extremely moved 
5 of =. -- "aa 


Are 


0 20 ) 
and affected with what they ſay, to be very 
much 1n earneſt, .and under ſtrange Agonies 
when they are ſpeaking to you: And this wor- 
king upon your Imagination deceives your Jud: 
ment, and makes you blindly believe there muſt 
be a great deal. of Religion and Piety in what 
is delivered with ſo much Paſſion, Concern J 
and Zeal, _ : 

Meigbb. I believe there may be fomething of 

Truth i in what you ſay. 
Minift, Nay, Neighbour, it cannot be other- | 
wile; for if after you have been moſt affected 
and moved with hearing theſe Men, you wou A 
but go home, and ſeriouſly conſider what great 
Matters you have heard, what Portions of 
Scripture explained and preſſed upon you, what 
Arguments for a good and holy Life, or what 
Parts of the Chriſtian Faith laid open before 
you; I am perſuaded you would find fo lit- 
tle of this Nature in their beſt Diſcourſes that 
you would wonder at your ſelf how you came | 

to be ſo much affected with them. 

Neighb. Well, if ever I go to hear the Qua- 
hw again, I will remember as well as I can 
what you have ſaid upon the Matter and Man- 
ner of their Preaching. 

Ainiſt. And when you are there (if the Fear 
of falling into ſo great a Snare cannot pre- 
vent your going) .let me beſeech you to endea- 
vour not to be impoſed upon by their vain Re- 
petitions, and abundance of affected Noiſe and 
Action. £17 

Regard not, if it be poſſible, their ſeeming 
Zeal, but mind What they ſay; weigh every 
Sentence ; and conſider whether you can think 
the Great and All-wiſe God did ever 'of old; 
or PREY now 1 thus to > his People? That 


the 


15 


629 
the Spirit of Wiſdom would ever utter ſuch 
odd, rambling, indigeſted Notions, as I am 
perſuaded you generally hear in the Quakers 
Meetings. e T3 Igþ 
For you muſt obſerve, (if their Teachers do 
not deceive you) that it is not Man, but the E- 
ternal Spirit of God that then ſpeaks to you; 
tis that infinite Spirit that ſpeaks by and 
through them. So that if you ſhall at any 
time hear any thing from theſe Men, unwor- 
thy of that divine Spirit, you muſt look upon 


the proud Boaſtings of their Inſpiration to be 


vain and impudent, and highly diſhonourable 
to that God, who (as they would make the 
World believe) dictates to them all they ſay 
and preach in their Meetings. 

Meigbb. I muſt own, indeed, Ihave ſometimes 
heard a great deal of ſorry Stuff, from their 
She Teachers eſpecially; and to deal plainly 
with you, even the beſt of them are too much 
given to Railing, eſpecially againſt the Prieſts, 
whom I have often heard them call Baal. Prieſts, 
dumb Dogs, Hirelings, and the like. But what 
has given me the greateſt Offence, has been 
their ſpeaking fo diſrepectfully of the Scrip- 
tures, and contemptuouſly of the Sacraments ; 
calling the one, a dead Letter, Serpents Food, 
a rotten Foundation; and the other, beggarly 


F 


C f. Yd 
 Miniſt. And yet I ſuppoſe thoſe Perſons 
(hom you fo juſtly condemn) pretended to be 
as much moved by the Spirit as your other 
JJ... Ta a 
Meigbb. Yes, I believe they did. T 
Ainiſt. Is it not then very evident, that you 
were either very groſly abuſed by theſe Tea- 
chers, that they told you they were moved by 
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the Spirit, when they were nõt? Or that all that 
Railing, thoſe opprobrious and contemptuous 
Speeches of the Scriptures and Sacraments muſt 
be charged upon the good Spirit of God? which 
is certainly no leſs than e Blaſphemy 
to imagine. 

Neigbb. But I hope you will not condemn 2 
whole Sect of People, for the ſake of ſome few 


- raſh and inconſiderate Teachers. 


Ainiſt. No, Neighbour; but yet I think i it 
would make a Man very much miſtruſt all their 
Pretences to Tnſpiration; when one hears ſo 
many of their Teachers uttering ſuch things, as 


it is impoſſible the holy Spirit of God ſhould 


ever put into the Mind of Man. For if Mi- 
chael the Archangel durſt not bring . againſt 
the Devil himſelf a railing Accuſation; Jude 9. 

we can never imagine, that's God's Spirit ſnould 
ever move and ſtir up Men to treat the Mini- 


| ſters of his Word, 221 the Word of God itſelf, 


in the moſt ſcurrilous and opprobrious manner, 


Meigbb. Indeed I cannot but conclude the ſame, 
and do aſſure you, there are many of the Qua- 


kers that condemn this railing as much as you; 


and therefore let not that Charge be extended 


to the whole Sect of them. 


Aliniſt. But what think you. of. the gacra- 
ments? You muſt own that theſe are condem- | 
ned, and preached againſt, bY all the Quakers 


Mig bb, That is very true; and I maſt. con- 
fes 1 1 * — often thought this one of the grea- 
teſt Errors of the Quakers. For. thoſe two - 


Commands, Go and. Ange all Nations, &c. and 


Do this in remembrance. of me, are, in my Opi- 
nion, a6 plain and poſitive as any in the Whole 


Bible. Nr 
f WE" Au 


EW) 

- Miniſt. And I think it is as plain that we are 
not miſtaken in the Senſe and meaning of them; 
for it is moſt certain, the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
baptiſed With Water, received the Bread and 
Wine in the Lord's Supper, and preached up 

the neceſſity of ſo doing 1 nin 

Meigbb. As for the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, I am fully ſatisfyed that Chriſt de- 
ſign d it for a ſtanding Ordinance in his Church: 

And I likewiſe believe the Quakers themſelves 

Will not deny that his Apoſtles baptiſed With 

TT 14005 5 ANT 005 0G 
Ainiſt. No, they do not, for Barclay, p-439. 
fairly owns, That Sr. Peter did thus baptiſe 

Cornelius's Family. And I think it is more 

plain, that Philip baptiſed the Arhiopian Eu- 
nuch in the ſame manner. And muſt it not 
from hence follow, either that Water Baptiſm 
I the true Baptiſm, or that theſe Apoſtles, Fe- 
ter and Philip, did not rightly baptiſe, that 
they were deceived themſelves, and deceived 
others, in a Matter of the greateſt Conſequence! 
And upon the whole, (unleſs theſe Diſciples 
knew Water Baptiſm not to be the true Bap- 
tiſm, at the'ſame time they adminiſtred it,) 
that the Quakers do now underſtand the Mind 
of Chriſt better than they did, Who lived, con- 
1 N With him, and were daily inſtructed by 
„ Neighb. Tour Concluſions are certainly very 
juſt and reaſonable; for either Peter and Philip, 
or George Fox and Mr. Barclay are grievoully 
1 miſtaken; becauſe their Practices and Opinions * 
1 are directly contrary in this Caſe; for theſe Diſ- 3 
1 ciples of Chriſt baptiſed with Water, but thoſe = 
3 great Apoſtles of the Quakers do not. St. Perer, 
| ' peaking of Cornelius s Family, ſays, Who can 
| | . forbid 


* * Won't 1, n AN > an — — — 


N a 
* Wen * * * "TY * a 8 
4 WET w” rr 
1 PU) 1 
. 5 * a 
< a * V 
». 
- 2 4 


forbid Water that theſe Perſons ſhould not be 
baptiſed, but the Quakers forbid Water Bap- 
tiſm in general, and call it a vain and idle Ce- 
remony. — But I think I have heard the Qua- 
kers excuſe themſelves, by ſaying, What was 
proper to be done in the Apoſtles Days may 
Not be ſo now ; that the Apoſtles baptiſed with 
Water, to pleaſe the Jews, a People that had 
been long accuſtomed to Ceremonies; but ſince 
there is no ſuch Reaſon for the uſe of Cerema» + || 
nies now, this of Baptiſm, and that of. the | 
Ls Supper, with all others, ought to be laid 
Ainiſt. But ſtay, Neighbour; if the Apoſtles 
Deſign, in baptiſing with Water, was only to 
pleaſe the Jews, why did they baptiſe their 
Heathen Converts? Or why did they not rather 
continue their old Rite of Circumciſion? Which 
was certainly more agreeable to the Jewiſh A 
Nation than the new Ceremony of Baptiſm. 
Had there been no ſuch Command as Go and 
 haptiſe, c. one might with much more Reaſon 
Have imagined, that the Apoſtles inſtituted this 
Ordinance, perhaps, to pleaſe the Jews, if the 
Quakers would have it fo; But ſince on the con- 
trary, they were commanded to baptiſe, and; 
by their Practice, we find the Baptiſm admi- I; 
niſtred by them was only that of Water Bap- 
tiſm; how can one doubt but what they did 
was in purſuance of Chriſt's Command, not up- | 
on any temporary Conſideration whatſoever, 
Beſides, if the Apoftles did not baptiſe as they 
ought, when they baptiſed with Water, which 
way did they do it? What other Baptiſm was 
adminiſtred by them? Who did they baptiſe 
in any other manner? 3 


Neig bb. 
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Meigbb. I canndt give you any direct Anſwer 
to theſe Queſtions; but the Quakers Anſwer 
in generah, is, That the true Baptiſm is that of 
the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; that Water 
Bovtifin is the Baptiſm of Jobn, the other that 
of Chritt. | + 

| Miniſs. It is not to be dang? d that h thre 
told, and Chriſt promifed his Þrſcrptes; that 
they ſhould: be baptiſed. With the Holy, Ghoſt 
and with Fire. And it is as certain, that 
When the Day of Pentecoſt Was fully come, 


the Holy Ghoſt did; deſcend upon them in 


an extraordinary manner, aud here! a eared 


Cloven Tongues, like! 4s, of Fire, and it \fatupon 
each of them,” Acts 2. 3. But then, if Chriſt 
did 185 that all Chriſtians ſhould: be thus 


baptiſed, if the Apoſtles Were thus to baptiſe 
all Nations, how comes it to pals; that no Age, 


no Hiſtory ſacred or prophane, ſhonld give us 
the like Inſtance of any Perſons being bapti - 
bed, with the like wonderful Circunifiarices 3 


 Neig bb. Indeed I have often made the ſame 


„G ber batten my ſelf, viz. That never any Per- 


ſon, ſince the Apoſtle s Days, was baptized as 


| they Were. But the Quakers endeavour. to 2- 
9010 this Difficulty, by telling you, that the 
baptiſing With Fire is only a figurative Expreſ- 
ſion, ſignifying the purifying Effects of Hl Ho- 
ly Spirit; and therefore by baptiſing with the 

"Fol Ghoſt and with Fire, you are only to 
underſtand the being baptiſed with the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


- Miniſt This they may fay indeed, but upon 


| what Reaſon or Authority I can't imagine. For 
it is certain the Apoſtles, to whom: this Pro- 
| miſe was made, were baptiſed both with the 


D Holy 


(and ſurely, we may beſt learn 


( 26 ) 
Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. And ſince the bap- 
tiſing with Fire was then . fulfilled, 
from - thence 
_ what that Baptiſm was) cok it be now 
ſuppoſed, that it was deſigned to be underſtood 


only in a myſtical and figurative Senſe? But 


in ſhort, the Quakers muſt ſay this or nothing ; 

for ſince they can never produce any. one In- 
ſtance, any one Perſon, ſince the Apoſtles Days, 
that Was actually and literally baptiſed with 


Fire (or at leaſt with ſomething that reſembled _ 


it) as they were; they muſt either lay aſide 
that part of the Baptiſm, or never pretend that 
all Chriſtians ought to be thus baptiſed. 


'Neigbb. J am fully fatisfy'd, in this Point, 
that what the Quakers call the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt, as it was miraculous in its Nature, fo 
was it as peculiar to the Apoſtles, as the Gifts 


that were then beſtowed upon them. That, 
for the Reaſon above-mention'd, this could not 


be that Baptiſm (no more than the Baptiſm of 


Martyrdom ) which Chriſt ordained as a ſtan- 


ding Ordinance in his Church; but that on the - 


other Hand Water Baptiſm was appointed in 


common to all Chriſtians; that it was ſo admi- 


niſter'd by the Apoſtles, and has been through 
all the Ages of the Chriſtian Church. And far- 
ther, that it ſeems very unreaſonable to me to 
imagine, that God ſhould ſuffer the whole 


Church of Chriſt to be miſtaken in a matter of 


ſo great Importance, that it ſhould continue in 


this Error for more than 1600 Years; and that 


no one, in ſo many Ages, ſhould find out and 


diſcover Chriſt's true Baptiſm, till the Quakers 


did it about ſixty Years ago. And laſtly, that 
there never ſhould be, nor now is, any Natio- 
pram pronto oh nal 


0 


vou. 


red up to repent of 


C57). 
nal Church on Earth that rejects Water Bap- 
tiſm as the Quakers do. ee 


| | Miniſt. . I am heartil glad to hear ou 4 * 
of this Opinion, and the more, becauſe I find 


you are furniſhed with ſo good Arguments for 


the Defence of it. 


Neigbb. I thank you, Sir, for that Compli- 
ment; but yet I muſt confeſs to you there are 
ſome Texts of Scripture, by which theſe Men 
endeavour to overthrow the uſe of Water Bap- 


tiſm, that I cannot fo eaſily anſwer; and 


therefore, if you can ſpare time, and you do not 
think it too great a Digreſſion from our preſent 


Purpoſe, pray do me the Favour to explain 
them mote fully ta ge 


Ainiſt. With all my Heart, Neighbour and 


| therefore * them one after another, and 
tl 


begin with that Which ſeems moſt difficult to 


Neigbb. Pray then, in the firſt Place, teach 


me to diſtinguiſh the Baptiſm now in uſe, 


from the Baptiſm of Fob»; for the Quakers 


are certainly 1n the right of it, in ſaying, That 
Chriſt's and Fobx's Baptiſm are not the fame: 


But ſince both we, and the Diſciples of Fob» 


| were baptized with Water, I muſt own I am 


very much at a loſs to ſhew how and wherein 


they differ. 


 Miniſi. Know then, Neighbour, that the 


Difference chiefly lies in the End and Deſign 
of them. The Diſciples of Chriſt and Fob» Ah 1 9.4, x: 


were indeed both baptiſed with Water, but to 


very different Ends and Purpoſes. For Fobn's 


Baptiſm was (as St. Luke calls it) only a Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance; by which Men were ſtir- 
th ſh and 


ir Sins, to wall a 
D2 punfie 


ne ee 
puriſie: theniſelves from all Thiquity, that the 
might be made fit to be the Subjects of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, the Diſciples of him that ſhould 
come after Jahn. But the baptiſing of Chriſti- 
ans with Water was deſigned for better Purpo- 
ſes, by that we are baptiſed into the Faith of 
Chriſt, into be Name M the Father , the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, by that We are made actual 
Diſciples of Chriſt, Members of his Body, Par- 
takers of His Sufferings, intereſted in all the Me- 
tits of his Death and Paſſion. But there Was 
nothing of this in John's Baptiſm; John's 
Baptifin Was only preparatory to this. And 
hence it was, that thoſe Epbeſian Converts, 
mention'd Act, 19. 2, 3, &c. who had been on- 
ly baptiſed into obus Baptiſm of Repentance, 
were afterwards baptiſed into the Name 
the Lord Jeſus. And give me leave to obſerve 
to you, from this Place, that that ſecond Bap- 
tiſm of the Epbefran Diſciples, Which the Qua- 
kers o. to be Chriſt's Baptiſm, was not that 
of the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; becauſt you 
may take notice, it is not ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt 
came npon them when they were baptiſed in- 
to the Name of the Lord Jeſtts, but after they 
had been baptiſed, and when St. Paul had laid 
his Hands upon them , ©. e. confirmed them, 
the Holy Glioſt came upon them. So that there 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt was certainly 
the Effect of their being confirmed, not bf tlieir 
Migbꝰ I perceive then, that tho the out- 
Ward figh was the ſame in both Baptiſms, yet 
the thing ſignifyed by them was very diffe- 
rent; that the baptiſing with Water Was ap- 
phyed to ont parpele ini tbe Baptifin of Jun. 
83 o : ; to 
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to another in the Baptiſm of Chriſt; and do 
from hence ſee how and wherein they differ. 
FE proceed therefore, by your. leave, to ano- 
ther Paſſage of Scripture, in which I have 
often heard the Quakers mightily triumph; 
*tis 1'Cor. 1.17. Where, ſay they, the Apoſtle 

zoſttively declares that Chrift fent him not to 
aptiſe, but to preach the Goſpel; and that 
upon this Account he thanks God at the 74 
Verſe he had baptiſed ſo fe as are there mention - 
ed. And from hence they argue thus: That if 
Paul the Apoſtle of the Gentiles was not Tent 
to baptiſe, that if he therefore thanks God that 
he had- baptiſed very few of his Corinthian 
| Converts, it muſt follow, that Water Baptifin 
is not to be accounted the Badge of Chriſtia- 
W 
Ainiſt. J muſt own this Paſſage does, at 
firſt ſight, give ſome Countenance to the Qua- 
kers Opinion of Baptiſm; but firſt, ſuppoſe 
the Senſe they put upon theſe Wards was true 
and genuine, yet I think it evident from them, 
even ſo explained, that Water Baptiſm is no 
unlawful Rite or Ordinance ; for if it Was 
St. Pau] had more Reaſon to have humbled 
himſelf that he baptiſed any, than to thank 
God he had baptiſed ſo few. But to be more 
1 1 am verily perſuaded the Qua- 
kers do perfectly Iniftake the Scope and De- 
ſign of this Place, and draw very falſe Inferen- 
ces from it. For obſerve, at the 11**Verſeof this 
Chapter, he is there reproving his Corinthians, 
for ſome Contentions that were then grown up 
amongſt them, grounded, as appears from the 
12" Verſe, upon an unreaſonable Diſtinction 
they had made amongſt themſelves, by ay n. 
has ny Y om 
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TI ani of Paul, I of Apollos, I of Cephas, I of 
Chriſt. The Folly of this he thus expoſes at 
the 13 Verſe, Is Chriſt divided? Was Paul 
crucifyed for you? Or were you baptiſed in the 
Name of Paul? And then it follows, at the 14 
Verſe, I thank God I baptiſed none of you but 
Criſpus and Gaius. But why does St. Paul 
thank God for this? Was it becauſe he thaught 
Water Baptiſm an inſignificant Ceremony? 
Does he ſay any thing that looks like this? No; 
This is a Reaſon altogether of the Quakers own 
_ inventing; For the Words that immediately 
follow are theſe, left any one ſhould ſay I bad 
— in my own Name: Take then theſe two 
Verſes together; I thank God that I baptiſed 
ne of you but Criſpus and Gaius, leſt any one 
ſhould yg I bad baptiſed in my own Namo; 
and you will plainly ſee, that the Quakers give 
2 e Reaſon of St. Paul's thanking 
God he baptiſed ſo few, from what St, Paul 
—_— oO: 
MWeigbb. But why then does he ſay, chat 
; Gori ? your bim not to baptiſe, but to preach tbe 
Woſper © 3 7 
Aſiniſt. Becauſe the preaching the Goſpel was 
the chief end of his being ſent; tor theſe Words 
are not to be underſtood abſfolutelf, as if bap- 
tiſing was no part of his Office; but his mean- | 
ing is, I was not only, or principally, ſent to 
baptiſe, but chiefly to Boo the Goſpel. . 
ter the ſame manner God expreſles himſelf, | 
Hoſea 6. 6. I deſired Mercy, and not Sacrifice , 
i. e. not Sacrifice only, but likewiſe, and more 
principally, Mercy. And in that Advice given 
to the Women, 1 Per. 3. Whoſe adorning let it not be 
bat outward adorning of plaiting of Hair, of wear- 


WS. 


inp of Gold, br putting on Apparel, but let it be 
rhe hidden Man of the Heart: There again, on- 
ly is to be underſtood, for if not, if the Words 
are to be taken abſolutely; ſome Perſons may 
from hence conclude , they muſt put on no 
Apparel, and conſequently go naked. And 
farther, tho Barclay tells us, that the Expoſi- 
tion above-mentioned has no better Foundation 
than the Affirmation of the Aſſertors, yet it 
muſt be admitted, to make the Apoſtle act con- 
ſiſtent with his Commiſſion. For he might 
upon Occaſion baptiſe ſome few of the Coriu- 
thians, tho' the preaching amongſt them was 
his chief and principal Buſineſs. But if he 
was not ſent at all to baptiſe (as the Sociniant 
and Quakers interpret this Place) then it is 
plain the Apoſtle did more than he was ſent 
for, more than he could juſtifie, or had Autho- 
rity to do, But after all, it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but the Office of baptiſing the Corinthians 
Was performed by others; others were ſent to 
baptiſe them, St. Paul to preach to them. 
- Neighb. But how does that appear? If you 
could make that out as roundly as you aſſert 
it, I think it would very much back and 
' ſtrengthen your Interpretation of this Scripture. 
The Matter of Fact itſelf would make St. Paul's 
meaning very clear, and it would be no wonder 
that he ſhould ſay he was not ſent to baptiſe, 
. 9 he knew others were employed in that Of- 
fice. . TH 
Ainiſt. For the clearing then, of this Mat- 
ter, I muſt deſire you to conſult the 18“ Chap» 
ter of the 4, of the Apoſtles; where you will 
find that St. Paul having, at the beginning of 
the 8˙ Verle, mention'd in particular the Con- 
verſion 
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verſion of Criſpns's Family, ſays: father, many 


the Corinthians bearing, believed and were 
baptiſed. Now if many believed, and as ma- 
ny Were baptiſed, Who baptiſed them? St. Paul 
did not, for he ſays he baptiſed Criſpus and 
Gaius, and no one elſe (as he believes) beſides 
Stephanus's Family. Since then, many more, 
beſides thoſe few 5 the Corinthians, were bap- 
tiſed, and St. Paul did not do it, it muſt; be 
done by ſome other Perſons; and unleſs the 
Quakers will ſuppoſe that thoſe Perſons did it, 
without being ſent or.commillioned to baptiſe, 
it muſt from hence follow, that the Miniſtry 
-of Baptiſm Was given to others; and, as 1 
before ſaid, others were ſent to dpa 8. _ 

chiefſy to preack to them. 
Neigbb. I find it is the ſafeſt way. to ex- 

phain.one Text of Scripture by another; for the 
comparing thoſe Words of St. Paul to the Cu- 
riuriant, with the Account he gives of the 
fame Matter in the As of the Apoftles, affords 
a great deal of Light in this Caſe: And J per- 
ceive the Quakers. muſt either ſay, That Criſ- 
pus and Gaius, and Stephanus's Family were 
the many, that hearing believed, and Were ap- 
riſed; (Which I W. 5 very abſurd : ) or own 
more Were baptiſed; and then that that Office 
was chiefly perform'd by another, not by 
St. Paul; who might therefore very well ſay, 
I was not ſent to.baptiſe you, (but ſome other 
Miniſter) my Buſineſs was principally to preach 
-$0/Y au.” ; 1: 
Menih. lues N 1 think y ou take 
f the Matter very right, and I am A PREY this 
18 the true Senſe aud Feen of the Sar 


Neighb, 
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 Neighb, 1 ſhall proceed then to another Text 


of Scnpture : I think it is in the Hebrews, by 
which the Quakers pretend, That that Apoſtſe 
ezhorts us to Jay ade the Dofine of Baptilane 
If you remember any ſuch Text pray give me 
Aliniſt. I believe I know What you mean, 
upon my Word, Neighbour, I ſtand amazed 
that ever any well-meaning Perſon ſhould pre- 
tend to prove, that Baptiſm ought to be Jaid 
aſide, from a, Place, where it is directly call'd 
a Principle of the Doctrine of Chriſt. The 
Mords are theſe, Therefore leaving the Principles 
of the: Dalrine of Chriſt, let us go on to Perfecti- 
on; not laying again the Foundation of Repen- 
Fra — dead Works, and of Faith towards 
Go by s 
on of Hands, and of the Reſurretion of the Dead, 
and eternal Fudgment. And now pray conſi- 
der, are not all theſe Particular Doctrines here 
called the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt ? 
And is not that of Baptiſm plainly reckoned a- 
mongſt them? And then, is there not as much 


x - 0 


 * Obſerve the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Baptiſms, in the plural 


Number, and therefore muſt be ſuppoſed to refer to more 
Bapriſms than one; even thoſe. three Bapriſms mentioned in 
Scriprure,, viz. The Baptiſm of Water, rhe Baptiſm of Blood 
or Martyrdom, the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, call'd by the 
Schoolmen Baptiſmus Fluminis, Sanguinis, & Flaminis, the 
firſt founded upon A&s 8. 38. the ſecond on Matthew 20. 22, 
23. the third on Matthew 3. 11. What therefore the Apo- 
ſtle ſays of the Doctrine of Baptiſms in general, mult be ap- 
plied to theſe three Baptiſms in particular; and is as good an 
Argument for leaving the Doctrine of the Baptiſm by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, as the Docttine of the Bapciſm by Water. 
| + foo Op mk 3 — . E | Reaſon 


the Doctrine of * 72 ms, and of ns 


Reaſon for laying aſide one as the other, viz. 
Repentance from dead Works, Faith towards 
God,  Reſurretion from the Dead, and Eternal 
Fudgment, as this particular Doctrine 
Neigbb. The Caſe is too evident to be diſpu- 
ted, and I from hence ſee, how willing theſe 
Men are to pervert the Scriptures to their 
own Deſtruction, and ſhall therefore men- 
tion but one or two Texts more, and in- 
terrupt you no farther; The firſt is written 
1 Pet. 3. 21. where the Quakers ſay we have 
the plaineſt Definition of Baptiſm in the whole 
Bible. The whole Verſe runs thus, The like 
Figure whereunto Baptiſm doth now ſave us (not 
the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the 
| infor s # good Conſcience towards God) by the 
Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt, And from hence 
they would conclude, that the true Baptiſm 
cannot be by Water, becauſe the Apoſtle ſays, 
it is not the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, 
which muſt relate to the outward Ceremony 
of wailing with Water. 
Aſiniſt. This indeed looks ſomething like an 
Objection ; but have but a little Patience, and 
you ſhall plainly ſee, that this Text, as well 
as that above mention'd, 1s a very good Argu- 
ment for Water Baptiſm. 
For firft, it is evident that Baptiſm is here 
ſaid to ſave us, or to be a means of Salvation; 
but then the Queſtion is, What ſort of Baptiſm 
is this? Why tis ſuch a one, ſays the Apoſtle, 
as appears from the Verſe immediately before 
this, as was typified or repreſented by Noah's 
Ark, where few, that is eight Souls, were ſaved 
by Water. And what Baptiſm can you ima- 
_ gine this muſt be? the Baptiſm of the Holy 
1 0 


„„ 
Ghoſt and with Fire, or the Baptiſm with Wa- 
ter? Surely, if there is any Propriety in Words, 
any Similitude between our Deliverance by 
Baptiſm, and Noah and his Family by the Ark, 
the Baptiſm that was figured by that muſt be 
a Water Baptiſm. But, ſay the Quakers, the 
Baptiſm that ſaves us, is not, or doth not con- 
ſiſt in putting away the Filth of the Fleſh; 
ö . but if it was repreſented by Water, it muſt be 
a Water Baptiſm, at leaſt not a Baptiſm by 

Fire; unleſs the Quakers can reconcile Fire and 
Vater together, or ſhew any Similitude be- 
tween them. And therefore I think the Senſe 
of the Words is plainly this, The Baptiſm 
Which was typified by Noab's Deliverance in 
the Ark, does alſo now ſave us as the Ark did 
him; but not merely as it is the putting away 
. the Filth of the Fleſh, but as it is likewiſe the 
Bo. Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God; 
implying, that without this, in adult Perſons, 
the outward waſhing or ſprinkling with Wa- 
ter could be of no nſe. 2 5 
Neigbb. I come now to the laſt Objection of 
the Quakers againſt Water Baptiſm, from Gal. 

3. 27. Where the Apoſtle ſays, As many of you 

as bave been baptiſed into Chriſt bave put on 

Chriſt; from whence they conclude, that ſince 

it is evident, that many who are baptiſed 
with Water have not put on Chriſt, it mult fol- 3 
| low, that the baptiſing with Water is not the © 
baptiſing into Chriſt. 8 

NMiiniſt. The Force of this Objection, if I mi- 
ſtake not, lies in this, That all that are bapti - 

ſed With Water, do not live as Men that have 

put on Chriſt; but I believe the Quakers muſt 

own, that this would be as ſtrong an Obje- 
Ren ee 4 Roo. 3 
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Aion againſt their pretended inward ſpiritual 
Baptiſm, becauſe it is evident, that ſeveral of 
their Firſt-rate Quakers, for Gifts and ſeeming 
Holineſs, have fell into grievous Crimes, and (as 
they call it) apoſtatiſed from them; and there- 
fore the Lives of thoſe great gifted Quakers 
muſt prove as much againſt their Baptiſm, as 
the Lives of wicked Chriſtians againſt Water 
Baptiſm. But indeed, I think the Lives, nei- 
ther of Chriſtians nor Quakers, ,prove any thing 
at all in. this Matter, For it does not follow, 
that Men did never put on Chriſt, becauſe the 
do not live as becomes the Goſpel of Chit. 
For they may have once put ham on, and after- 
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by their wicked Lives all the Privileges and 


A of being made, by Baptiſm, a Mem- 
ber and e ROSEN 


Ainiſt. The uſe I would make of it is this, 
That you, and all that own the divine Inſtitu- 
tion of the Chriſtian Sacraments, and in parti- 
cular of this Of Baptiſm by Water, ſhould Took 
upon the Teaching-Quakers as great Deceivers, 
as Impoſtors or Enthuſiaſts, FED 
JJ 
Aiſiniſt. Becauſe I think it muſt be granted, 
that whoever under the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
teaches any other Doctrine than that of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or orders any thing contrary to its Prin- 
— e ciples, 
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ciples, is a falſe Teacher, and ought to be avoi- | 


ded. But the Quakers do this, in reſpect of 


the Sacraments, according to your own Con- 


ceſſions, and therefore I leave you to draw the 
JJ; oc 

Neigbb. But are not all Men ſubje& to Mi- 
Rakes? And have not many learned Perſons 


fallen into great and dangerous Errors, and yet, 


in the main, been accounted very good Men ? 
_ Miniſt. Yes, and they might be ſo for onght 
we know ; and the Reaſon why we judge fo 


charitably of them, is, becauſe they only ſpeak 


their own Judgments, which are tglhble, and 
may. be deceivece. 


"Neighb. Pray w 


| their Notions upon the World, under the ſacred 
Name and Authority of the Holy Ghoſt; for 
they tell you (as I before obſerved) that in all 


they declare in their Meetings, they are moved 


by the good Spirit of God; that they do not 
then ſpeak their own Thoughts and Judgments, 
but what God puts in their Minds, and, as it 
were, dictates to them. And this, I fay, none 
but an Impoſtor would affert, if he knew to 
the contrary ; and none but an Enthuſiaſt can be 
JJ... Là⅜ ebe 
MNeigbb. But does this one Error of the Qua- 
kers prove they are not inſpired? 5 

Ainiſt. T would not have you imagine, that 
this is the only Error of the Quakers: No, they 
are guilty of too many others; ſuch as their 
pretending to ſinleſs Perfection; their ſetting 
up the Light within them, above the glorious 


Light of the Goſpel; and as a Conſequence of 
that, their Boaſting that what they teach in 


their 
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N hat do the Quakers do more ? 
Mini. You know they endeavour to impoſe 
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their Meetings, is of as great, if not not grea - 


ter, Authority than the Writings of Aſartbem, 
Mark, Luke and Fobn. They have been likewiſe 


charged, and I believe upon too good Grounds, 
with denying that there is, or ever was, any 


other Chrift but what is within them; and 


with many other damnable Doctrines. But as 


the Quakers in general (the new Quakers eſ- 
pecially) do now diſown ſome of theſe Tenets. 


And as there is no Error they all ſo unanimouſly 


agree in, as in this concerning Water Baptiſm, 
the great initiatory Chriſtian Sacrament, fo I 


have particularly inſiſted on that, being an Ar- 


gument againſt the Whole Sect of Quakers. And 
now, to give you a direct Anſwer to your Que- 


ſtion, this one Error, relating to the Sacraments, 
is abundantly ſufficient to prove their Teachers 


are. not inſpired. For if the Spirit of God can- 
not err, they who do err, Who preach but one 
Doctrine for Truth, Which is not ſo, cannot, 
at that time at leaſt, be inſpired. A good Man 
may err, but an inſpired Man, under an imme- 


diate Act of Inſpiration (as the Teaching-Qua- 


kers pretend to be) cannot. And therefore, 


if When you have heard them proudly boaſt- 


ing of their Inſpiration, you ſhall, at the ſame 
time, be convinced that they preach but one 
Doctrine contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt; I 
ſay you ought, for that Reaſon, to avoid ther 
as bold and dangerous Deceivers, who eee 
to be acted by the Spirit of Truth, When they 
are indeed moved by the Spirit of Error. And, 
Neighbour, it would almoſt make a Man trem- 


ble, to confider how great a Sin theſe Men are 


guilty of. For Men to take upon them to 


preach the Religion of Chriſt, unleſs they are 


ſent, 


an **" de) 
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ts i. e. called, and cihtly ordained into that 


Foy Office, is a far greater Crime than ſome 
Perſo 


ns imagine; but to ſow Diviſions among 
Chriſtians, to preach up falſe Doctrines to them, 


and all this in the Name of God, as moved by 
his Eternal Spirit, is juch an aggravated Sin, 


ſuch a direct ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt , 
that as it 1s not of the ſame Nature with that 


mentioned i in the Goſpel, ſo I with it may be 


more pardonable. 


Neigbb. J am ſatisfy ed if theſe Teachers are 
not ves by the Spirit of God, their pretending 
to it muſt be a Sin of the deepeſt dye. 

Ainiſt. Then pray conſider what has paſſed 
between us, upon this Subject, and God of his 


infinite Mercy ITY you to the TIE: of 


the Truth, 


G , 
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FRE Dilſetyrrs Repreſented and Endema'd, by * 
I elves, on the Points of the Vocation of their. Mitifiry; 
B Ft oi Confliturion of their Churches, and their Separation from 
tte Church of England, In a Letter vf Mr. D. W a Diſſent» 4 
© ing Teacher to one of his Flock, who went aſtray; tqgether 
with ſome farther Account of their Principles and Praiſes | 
upon thoſe Points. 
An Antidote againſt the pernicious Errors of the inabay- 
x tiſts, or the Dipping Sett; wherein the Doctrine and Practice 
pf the Church of England, in relation to Infants Baptiſm, 
3 are juſtify'd and confirm'd by Holy Scripture and Reaſon, 
= by the approved Cuſtom of Chriſtians in all Ages, ſince the 
3 «Apoſtles; and by the Judgment of all the Reform d Churehes 
1 2 webs and wherein all Objections againſt it are fully an- 
iwer 
Directions for the profitable reading of the Holy, Scripe 
tures; together with ſome Obſervations for the confirming 
* their Divine Authority, and illuſtrating che Difficulties there- 
. of. By William Lauth B. D. Prebendary of Wincheſter. I | 
dme Chriſtian/briefly guided in the Path to Heaven. In | 
- Four Parts. To which are added, Prayers ſuitable to Fami- 
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milies, to private Chriſtians and Youth: Recommended 5 
1 by a Miniſter to his e eſpecially the younger "| 
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